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HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE

Directions:
1. In the drawing below, list all the reasons you can think of why the Bible is considered God's word:
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2. Put a star (*) by the reason that is most important to you.

3. Someone has said of the Bible, "It is like a letter from your heavenly Father." Ifyou received a letter from your parents, how
much of that letter
... would you believe?
... would you read?
4. What difference does belief in "God's letter," the Bible, make to you?

Name
Address
City
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How to Understand
the Bible

The first part of the everlasting Gospel of Revelation
14:6,7, is "Fear God." God is feared by reverence and
obedience and both of these require communication with
God. He communicates with us through His written
Word. We need to communicate with Him by.means
of an effective prayer-life. In the next lesson we are going to
talk about secrets of effective prayer. But in this lesson we
want to concern ourselves with how God communicates to

•

SCHOOL

The first question we must ask is, what does God
communicate to us? Two things, namely: doctrine and
prophecy. Jesus talks many times about doing the Father's
Will (see Matthew 7:21). He also talks about the truth, and
tells us that the truth shall make us free. We speak of the
teachings of Jesus. All of these combine to make up
doctrine .
Secondly,- God communicates to us through the writings
of the prophets. In these writings the future is unrolled and
God's people are able to catch a glimpse of what is coming.
How To Search The Scriptures
There are two ways to study the Bible to ascertain its
teachings or doctrines. One is topically. In topical study, we
take a subject and we trace it throughout the golden pages.
We see what Paul said about it, what Jesus said, what Peter
adds to the understanding of that particular subject, what
Luke has to say, and we may slip back into the Old
Testament books to see what enlightenment we can glean
from them, concerning the subject at hand. A second way
to study the Bible is book by book, searching deeply to find
out what each writer individually has to say.
Jesus said, "Search the Scriptures." (John 5:39) When
you search for something you turn over the cushions on the
davenport, you look under the bed, you look in the closet.
When you search the Scriptures, you must do more than
read the Bible through, you must look for something! You
must have purpose! You must compare Scripture withScripture. This is what Jesus meant. "Precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon
line; here a little and there a little." (Isaiah 28:10) Or as Paul
says, "Comparing spiritual things with spiritual." (I
Corinthians 2:13) As promise is compared with promjse,
text with text (being careful not to distort the meaning of
any text--II Peter 3:16), a perfect chain of truth emerges.
"God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of truth," (ITimothy 2:3,4 RSV) has
promised to send the same spirit to guide us in our search

for truth as originally inspired the prophets. "Howbeit when
He, the spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all.
truth." (John 16:13)Allwe must do is ask. "How much more
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask Him?" (Luke 11:13) Never should the Bible be opened
without prayer for the guidance of God's Holy Spirit.
The world travels blindly on, without map, without chart,
without compass! Blindflying!Not knowing where they are
going, lost in the uncertainty of the times.
We dare not trust our feelings for guidance. We cannot
be guided by our own ideals and standards. "There is a way
which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death." (Proverbs 14:12) There is only one way to
life, "the straight and narrow," but there are many ways to
death. We need map and compass, a Guidebook to plot our
course across the wilderness of time; lest we become
confused with the vain philosophies of a modern age.
The Bible is like a map and compass, to guide us through
the wilderness of time. The Bible, as a compass, guides us
through the night, the fog, or wilderness to our destination.
We use the Bible to guide us through the uncertainties of life
into God's eternal kingdom. "For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are they sons of God." (Romans 8:14)An
orienteering compass has a base plate and a direction of
travel arrow. Other compasses do not have this feature, but
an orienteering compass always does. After the reading is
set for our destination we site an object in the direction of
the travel arrow, a tree, rock, or other landmark, and walk
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toward that spot. But ifwe stop to smell the pretty flowers,
listen to the birds and other distractions, we may become
confused and lost.
Like a compass, God's word points us to an object up
ahead. "Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith." (Hebrews 12:2) As long as we keep our gaze fixed
upon Jesus we are certain to reach our goal--the Kingdom
of God. But if television, Hollywood movies, trashy reading
and the cares of lifedistract us, we willlose our ways in a sincursed age. It is most difficult to find the narrow pathway
again.
As truth unfolds, we must "walk in the light." (I John 1:7)
Otherwise our lives become "darkness." (John 3:18-21)
Paul admonishes, "Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the Word of Truth." (II Timothy 2:15) Then he
warns "For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lust shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables." (II Timothy 4:3,4)
What worse fate could come upon a soul for whom Christ
died than to turn from truth to fables? from life to death?
Paul tells us why many will be lost: They "perish; because
they receive not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might
be damned who believed not the truth." (II Thessalonians
2:10-12)

"looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our
faith."

How To Understand Prophecy
The Bible is not only a compass, but also our map,
outlining the main events along the pathway to eternity.
"We have also a more sure word of prophecy; where unto
you do well that ye take heed as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scriptures is of any private interpretation. For the prophec
came not in old time by the willof man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." (II Peter
1:19-21) Every map uses signs and symbols to depict the
main physical features of the area it covers. One must know
what these symbols represent in order to read the map
correctly.
On a topographical map, which is the map generally used
for orienteering (the art of using map and compass
together), a solid black square symbolizes a house, while an
open black square represents a barn. Now suppose that
you and I are hiking along together on the trail when
suddenly an accident occurs, I break my leg. You need to
find help fast! You look on the map. In one direction, quite a
distance, is an open black square depicting a barn. In the
other direction, but even further away, is a solid square
representing a house but you don't know what the symbols
stand for, so you head in the direction of the open square
because it is closer.
Because you think an open square represents a house, it
doesn't make a house out of a barn, does it? And all your
wishing, hoping, desiring, even praying, willnot change that
barn into a house. Just because you think there is a house a
certain direction up the trail doesn't mean that you will
really find one, it simply means that you don't understand
how to read a map. So when you finallyarrive at the barn, all
you find are a few old cows who don't have a telephone and
who know nothing at all about first aid. But if you don't g
back across the fence, you'll need some first aid yourself, fo
here comes the old bull!
The Bible is just like a map, for in prophecy, God uses
signs and symbols to depict the major events along the
pathway of time. All our wishing, hoping, desiring, and even
praying will not alter one iota of what God originally
intended those symbols to represent. For Peter said,
"Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of
any private interpretation." (IIPeter 1:20) God has given us
the keys in His word by which we might understand
prophetic symbolism.
First you need to understand this: We are now talking
about symbolic prophecies and not about the other writings
of the Word of God. The Bible is not written in parables,
which are beyond the comprehension of common man. All
the doctrines, teachings and principles necessary for our
salvation are clear as noonday, if we are willing to search
them out. In foretelling future events, however, God has
chosen to use symbolism.
The ancient prophets had no conception of lifein modern
times, so the most satisfactory method which the Almighty
God could use to reveal future events through the prophets
was pictoral symbolism in visions and dreams.
The prophets, Daniel, John and others saw beasts rising
out of waters or dry land, with winds blowing. These beasts
had horns, multiple heads, wings, etc., like creatures out of
a nightmare. Yet these pictoral symbols represent events
we now refer to as history and events yet to take place
Some Bible students have placed their own interpretation
upon some of these prophecies and have developed some
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pretty strange expositions, but we are not interested in
"private" interpretations. We are interested in what God
says. We want to know what God originally intended these
symbolisms to represent.
Here are the seven keys to unlock Bible prophecy: (1)
Winds represent strife and war. "The Lord hath a
controversy with the nations ... He willgive them that are
wicked to the sword ... Evil shall go forth from nation to
nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the
coasts of the earth and the slain of the Lord shall be at that
day from one end of the earth even onto the other end of the
earth." (Jeremiah 25:31-33; see also Daniel 7:2; Revelation
7:1-3) (2) Sea or water represents people. "The waters
which thou sawest . . . are peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues." (Revelation 17:15) (3) Beasts
represent kingdoms or nations. "These great beasts, which
are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth."
"The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon the
earth." (Daniel 7:17,23) (4) Horns depict kings or kingdoms.
"And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise." (Daniel 7:24) God is consistent in His use of
symbols. Just as on a topographical map, a solid black
square always represents a house, so in symbolic prophecy,
horns always represent kingdoms. "And the ten horns
which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet." (Revelation 17:12)
(5) A woman in Bible prophecy represents a church. Paul
wrote to the Corinthian Church: "For I have espoused you
to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ." (IICorinthians 11:2) This representation is found in
both the Old and New Testament. "For Zion's sake willInot
hold my peace ... For as a young man marrieth a virgin...
and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy

God rejoice over thee." (Isaiah 62:1,5)
"Turn again, 0 virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy
cities." (Jeremiah 31:21; see also Matthew 25:1-13) A pure
woman, "clothed with the sun," represents a pure Church,
true to her God. (Revelation 12) A corrupt woman,
"arrayed in purple and scarlet color," depicts a corrupt
Church, which has apostasized from the truth of God .
(Revelation 17)
(6) In prophetic symbolism, a day represents a year of
literal time. "After the number of the days in which ye
searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall
ye bear your iniquities, even forty years." (Numbers 14:34)
"I have appointed thee each day for a year." (Ezekiel 4:6) (7)
A time in Bible prophecy represents a literal year. (See
Daniel 4:32)
We use a map to find the pathway or road to where we
wish to go. I often hike with a group of boys to different
places-- a mountain spring, wilderness lake or meadow. But
we must follow the path marked out by the map which goes
to our chosen destination ifwe are to arrive there, no matter
how steep, narrow or difficult that trail might be. Ifwe take
another road less difficult we willnot reach the lake high on
the mountain. It is much easier to travel down the broad
freeway, for we might catch a ride, but we willnever arrive at
the campsite traveling down the freeway.
Jesus said, "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide
and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those
who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few."
(Matthew 7:13,14, RSV) It takes effort, diligent study and
much prayer to find the way of truth. "And ye shall seek me
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your
heart." (Jeremiah 29:13)
It is a fateful thing to come in contact with truth! If we
nourish it and live by it, eternal lifeis ours, but if we reject it
and despise it we are lost forever. Determine right now that
no matter what the cost, you'll follow Jesus Christ all the
way. Determine to make His Word of Truth your chart and
compass for this atomic age.
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(Matthew 7:21; 2 Peter 1:19-21)

(John 5:39; Isaiah 28:10,
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1 Corinthians

2:13)
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Does God really want us to know His truth?
Luke 11:13)

4.

Canlt we just trust our feelings
Hebrews 12:2)

5.

What will happen to me if I donlt do all that the Bible tells me that
should?
(1 John 1:7; John 3:18-21; 2 Timothy 2:15; 2 Timothy 4:3, 4)

6.

Well, then, why wi 11 anyone be lost?

].

I can see that doctrine can be understood if we are willing to study, but
what about prophecy?
Can t understand prophecy?
(2 Pet~r 1:19-21, especially
verse 20)
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What are the "keys" to unloc~ prophetic
Wind
Sea
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toward that spot. But ifwe stop to smell the pretty flowers,
listen to the birds and other distractions, we may become
confused and lost.
Like a compass, God's word points us to an object up
ahead. "Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith." (Hebrews 12:2) As long as we keep our gaze fixed
upon Jesus we are certain to reach our goal--the Kingdom
of God. But if television, Hollywood movies, trashy reading
and the cares of lifedistract us, we willlose our ways in a sincursed age. It is most difficult to find the narrow pathway
again.
As truth unfolds, we must "walk in the light." (I John 1:7)
Otherwise our lives become "darkness." (John 3:18-21)
Paul admonishes, "Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the Word of Truth." (II Timothy 2:15) Then he
warns "For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lust shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables." (II Timothy 4:3,4)
What worse fate could come upon a soul for whom Christ
died than to turn from truth to fables? from life to death?
Paul tells us why many will be lost: They "perish; because
they receive not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might
be damned who believed not the truth." (IIThessalonians
2:10-12)

"looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our
faith."

How To Understand Prophecy
The Bible is not only a compass, but also our map,
outlining the main events along the pathway to eternity.
"We have also a more sure word of prophecy; where unto
you do well that ye take heed as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scriptures is of any private interpretation. For the prophec
came not in old time by the willof man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." (II Peter
1:19-21) Every map uses signs and symbols to depict the
main physical features of the area it covers. One must know
what these symbols represent in order to read the map
correctly.
On a topographical map, which is the map generally used
for orienteering (the art of using map and compass
together), a solid black square symbolizes a house, while an
open black square represents a barn. Now suppose that
you and I are hiking along together on the trail when
suddenly an accident occurs, I break my leg. You need to
find help fast! You look on the map. In one direction, quite a
distance, is an open black square depicting a barn. In the
other direction, but even further away, is a solid square
representing a house but you don't know what the symbols
stand for, so you head in the direction of the open square
because it is closer.
Because you think an open square represents a house, it
doesn't make a house out of a barn, does it? And all your
wishing, hoping, desiring, even praying, willnot change that
barn into a house. Just because you think there is a house a
certain direction up the trail doesn't mean that you will
really find one, it simply means that you don't understand
how to read a map. So when you finallyarrive at the barn, all
you find are a few old cows who don't have a telephone and
who know nothing at all about first aid. But ifyou don't ge.
back across the fence, you'll need some first aid yourself, fm
here comes the old bull!
The Bible is just like a map, for in prophecy, God uses
signs and symbols to depict the major events along the
pathway of time. All our wishing, hoping, desiring, and even
praying will not alter one iota of what God originally
intended those symbols to represent. For Peter said,
"Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of
any private interpretation." (IIPeter 1:20) God has given us
the keys in His word by which we might understand
prophetic symbolism.
First you need to understand this: We are now talking
about symbolic prophecies and not about the other writings
of the Word of God. The Bible is not written in parables,
which are beyond the comprehension of common man. All
the doctrines, teachings and principles necessary for our
salvation are clear as noonday, if we are willing to search
them out. In foretelling future events, however, God has
chosen to use symbolism.
The ancient prophets had no conception of lifein modern
times, so the most satisfactory method which the Almighty
God could use to reveal future events through the prophets
was pictoral symbolism in visions and dreams.
The prophets, Daniel, John and others saw beasts rising
out of waters or dry land, with winds blowing. These beasts
had horns, multiple heads, wings, etc., like creatures out of
a nightmare. Yet these pictoral symbols represent events
we now refer to as history and events yet to take place•
Some Bible students have placed their own interpretation
upon some of these prophecies and have developed some
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pretty strange expositions, but we are not interested in
"private" interpretations. We are interested in what God
says. We want to know what God originally intended these
symbolisms to represent.
Here are the seven keys to unlock Bible prophecy: (1)
Winds represent strife and war. "The Lord hath a
controversy with the nations ... He willgive them that are
wicked to the sword ... Evil shall go forth from nation to
nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the
coasts of the earth and the slain of the Lord shall be at that
day from one end of the earth even onto the other end of the
earth." (Jeremiah 25:31-33; see also Daniel 7:2; Revelation
7:1-3) (2) Sea or water represents people. "The waters
which thou sawest ... are peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues." (Revelation 17:15) (3) Beasts
represent kingdoms or nations. "These great beasts, which
are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth."
"The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon the
earth." (Daniel 7: 17,23) (4) Horns depict kings or kingdoms.
"And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise." (Daniel 7:24) God is consistent in His use of
symbols. Just as on a topographical map, a solid black
square always represents a house, so in symbolic prophecy,
horns always represent kingdoms. "And the ten horns
which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet." (Revelation 17:12)
(5) A woman in Bible prophecy represents a church. Paul
wrote to the Corinthian Church: "For I have espoused you
to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ." (IICorinthians 11:2) This representation is found in
both the Old and New Testament. "For Zion's sake willI not
hold my peace ... For as a young man marrieth a virgin...
and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy

God rejoice over thee." (Isaiah 62:1,5)
"Turn again, 0 virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy
cities." (Jeremiah 31:21; see also Matthew 25:1-13) A pure
woman, "clothed with the sun," represents a pure Church,
true to her God. (Revelation 12) A corrupt woman,
"arrayed in purple and scarlet color," depicts a corrupt
Church, which has apostasized from the truth of God.
(Revelation 17)
(6) In prophetic symbolism, a day represents a year of
literal time. "After the number of the days in which ye
searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall
ye bear your iniquities, even forty years." (Numbers 14:34)
"I have appointed thee each day for a year." (Ezekiel 4:6) (7)
A time in Bible prophecy represents a literal year. (See
Daniel 4:32)
We use a map to find the pathway or road to where we
wish to go. I often hike with a group of boys to different
places-- a mountain spring, wilderness lake or meadow. But
we must follow the path marked out by the map which goes
to our chosen destination ifwe are to arrive there, no matter
how steep, narrow or difficult that trail might be. If we take
another road less difficult we willnot reach the lake high on
the mountain. It is much easier to travel down the broad
freeway, for we might catch a ride, but we willnever arrive at
the campsite traveling down the freeway.
Jesus said, "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide
and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those
who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few."
(Matthew 7:13,14, RSV) It takes effort, diligent study and
much prayer to find the way of truth. "And ye shall seek me
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your
heart." (Jeremiah 29:13)
It is a fateful thing to come in contact with truth! If we
nourish it and live by it, eternal life is ours, but if we reject it
and despise it we are lost forever. Determine right now that
no matter what the cost, you'll follow Jesus Christ all the
way. Determine to make His Word of Truth your chart and
compass for this atomic age.
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The first part of the everlasting Gospel of Revelation
14:6,7, is "Fear God." God is feared by reverence and
obedience and both of these require communication
with
God. He communicates
with us through His written
Word. We need to communicate
with Him by.means
of an effective prayer-life. In the next lesson we are going to
talk about secrets of effective prayer. But in this lesson we
want to concern ourselves with how God communicates to
us.
The first question we must ask is, what does God
communicate
to us? Two things, namely: doctrine and
prophecy. Jesus talks many times about doing the Father's
Will (see Matthew 7:21). He also talks about the truth, and
tells us that the truth shall make us free. We speak of the
teachings of Jesus. All of these combine to make up
doctrine.
Secondly, God communicates to us through the writings
of the prophets. In these writings the future is unrolled and
God's people are able to catch a glimpse of what is coming.

How To Search The Scriptures
2. Put a star (*) by the reason

that is most important

to you.

3. Someone has said of the Bible, "It is like a letter from your heavenly Father." If you received a letter from your parents,
much of that letter

how

... would you believe?
... would you read?
4. What difference

does belief in "God's

letter," the Bible, make to you?
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There are two ways to study the Bible to ascertain its
teachings or doctrines. One is topically. In topical study, we
take a subject and we trace it throughout the golden pages.
We see what Paul said about it, what Jesus said, what Peter
adds to the understanding
of that particular subject, what
Luke has to say, and we may slip back into the Old
Testament books to see what enlightenment we can glean
from them, concerning the subject at hand. A second way
to study the Bible is book by book, searching deeply to find
out what each writer individually has to say.
Jesus said, "Search the Scriptures." (John 5:39) When
you search for something you turn over the cushions on the
davenport, you look under the bed, you look in the closet.
When you search the Scriptures, you must do more than
read the Bible through, you must look for something! You
must have purpose! You must compare Scripture with
Scripture. This is what Jesus meant. "Precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon
line; here a little and there a little." (Isaiah 28:10) Or as Paul
says, "Comparing
spiritual things with spiritual."
(I
Corinthians 2: 13) As promise is compared with promjse,
text with text (being careful not to distort the meaning of
any text--I1 Peter 3: 16), a perfect chain of truth emerges.
"God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of truth," (I Timothy 2:3,4 RSV) has
promised to send the same spirit to guide us in our search

for truth as originally inspired the prophets. "Howbeit when
He, the spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all'
truth." (John 16: 13) All we must do is ask. "How much more
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask Him?" (Luke 11:13) Never should the Bible be opened
without prayer for the guidance of God's Holy Spirit.
The world travels blindly on, without map, without chart,
without compass! Blindflying! Not knowing where they are
going, lost in the uncertainty of the times.
We dare not trust our feelings for guidance. We cannot
be guided by our own ideals and standards. "There is a way
which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death." (Proverbs 14: 12) There is only one way to
life, "the straight and narrow," but there are many ways to
death. We need map and compass, a Guidebook to plot our
course across the wilderness of time; lest we become
confused with the vain philosophies of a modern age.
The Bible is like a map and compass, to guide us through
the wilderness of time. The Bible, as a compass, guides us
through the night, the fog, or wilderness to our destination.
We use the Bible to guide us through the uncertainties of life
into God's eternal kingdom. "For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are they sons of God." (Romans 8: 14) An
orienteering compass has a base plate and a direction of
travel arrow. Other compasses do not have this feature, but
an orienteering compass always does. After the reading is
set for our destination we site an object in the direction of
the travel arrow, a tree, rock, or other landmark, and walk
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